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International migration as a revolutionary force

The Flow of People
Jean-Claude Chesnais

We see them on television 
every day: Cubans and 
Haitians clinging to frail rafts 
and inflated rubber tubes in 
the Caribbean in desperate 
attempts to reach the United 
States; a stampede of frightened 
Ruandans fleeing massacre 
across a flimsy bridge into 
Zaire; Mexicans tracked by 
electronic devices as they try 
to sneak across the Rio Grande 
into Texas. Newspaper stories tell 
of Russian gangsters in Brooklyn; 
Brazilian accountants washing 
dishes in Manhattan restaurants; 
Koreans and Bolivians in São Paulo 
sweatshops; Turks killed in remove 
their veils in France; an election in 
California decided over whether 
to give public medical care to 
illegal aliens.

We live in a great age of 
international migration. People 
move from country to country 
in greater numbers as population 
increases. History shows that 
migration usually moves from 
areas where population is 
growing fast to regions where 
the increase is slower. World 
population multiplied sixfold 
so far in this century. Each 
decade now we add a billion 
people, equal to this planet’s 
whole population in 1900. 
Such radical expansion in 
so short a time means 
major redistribution of 
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population through migration.
This is what happened in the 

great expansion of European 
peoples in the two centuries 
before World War II. Before 

this expansion, European peoples were 
about 18% of the world’s population, 
nearly all of them living in their 
ancestral homelands. By the 1930s, 
at the peak of Europe’s mastery of the 
world, people of European stock living 
in Europe, the Americas and Oceania 
were 35% of world population, 
as a result of mass migration in 
the previous two centuries. Today 
the share of world population of 
European stock has fallen to 20%. 
Since the 1930s, emigration from 
Europe has nearly ceased. Until then, 

Europe’s population was growing 
much faster than peoples of the 
periphery (Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America). Since World War II, that 
trend has been reversed. European 
population growth slowed to near 

or below replacement levels while 
the demographic transition spread to 
poorer countries, which now have the 
fastest growing populations.

This reversal of growth patterns also 
has reversed the flows of international 
migration. Decolonization, ending 
Europe’s world domination, saw a 
mass return of European settlers to 
their ancestral lands from the newly 
independent countries of their birth. 
To this day, immigration from poor 
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The Brazilian Diaspora
Teresa Sales

Brazilians are joining world migration 
flows in increasing numbers. Jean-
Claude Chesnais sees these migratory 
flows of mankind as part of the historic 
demographic transition — the shift 
from a pre-modern equilibrium of high 
fertility and high mortality to a modern 
regime of low fertility and mortality. 
The size and direction of these flows 
changed as the demographic transition 
matured. In Europe, the peak of 
natural growth coincided with a surge 
of international migration. But in the 
post-transition phase of the late 20th 
Century, with an aging population, 
Europe became a region of net 
immigration, as the number of young 
people declined and the ranks of older 
people grew, aggravating the financial 
crisis of the Welfare State and creating 
shortages in the labor market.

Migratory flows from South to 
North, from poor to richer nations, 
now bring 1.5 million people yearly to 
Europe and North America alone. The 
paradox of these flows is that they-occur 
in the midst of a crisis of structural 
unemployment in receiving nations. 
The demand for these migratory flows 
arose in destination countries after 
World War II, in the need for labor 
for assembly-line industries. But how 
does one explain the increase of these 
flows now that these countries have 
serious domestic unemployment? This 
paradox weakens the demographic 
explanation of the so-called migratory 
transition, pointing instead to structural 
explanations of another kind.

Since its discovery by the Portuguese, 
Brazil has been an important migratory 
destination. The forced migrations of 
African blacks were critical to creation 
of our colonial economy. Since around 
1.890 Brazil absorbed many waves of 
foreign immigrants, Europeans and 
Asians, bringing with them technology 
and culture to build a modern society 

and economy. Today we see a reversal of 
direction. As early as the 1970s, landless 
southern rural workers migrated toward 
the western-central and northern 
regions of the country. Approximately 
500,000 of them went to Paraguay. 
The biggest international flows, 
however, took place during the 1980s, 
when more than a million Brazilians 
emigrated, primarily to the United 
States, Europe and Japan. During the 
same period, nearly 400,000 foreigners 
came to our country, mainly from other 
South American countries, Angola and 
South Korea.

Brazil is entering this new 
international migratory circuit through 
the back door. Aside from the wealthier 
and better-educated emigrants settling 
in Portugal and Miami, most Brazilians 
migrating to Europe, the United 
States and Japan are workers who take 
unskilled jobs, as do most illegal aliens 
everywhere. They are young adults who 
represent Brazilian investment in health 
and education. They fall into stereotypes 
of clandestine life, of criminality and 
discrimination. Periodically, we read 
reports of marginal employment of 
Brazilians in New York or of the semi-
slavery into which Japanese Brazilians 
are unscrupulously recruited to work in 
Japan.

However, our migratory transition 
occurred mainly inside our own 
borders, with movements like that of 
Northeasterners seeking a better life 
in the Southeast and rural populations 
making their way to metropolitan 
centers. Great internal and inter-
regional population movements created 
urban-industrial Brazil, while the 
population advanced to unprecedented 
social mobility. With the recent 
international migrations of Brazilians in 
the mid-1980s, the process of upward 
social mobility in our country has been 
thrown into disarray. Facing frustrations 
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with their political and economic 
expectations at home, Brazilians 
depart, not in search of a better life 
elsewhere (indeed, most know that 
it will be difficult and arduous), but 
rather in search of consumer goods 
and with a dream of returning one 
day with all the material goods of a 
higher social status.

The great question about 
migrations today arises from 
clandestine flows and unknown 
numbers of undocumented 
migrants who seem to be the 
majority of immigrants in receiving 
nations. It is as if, after World 
War II, there has been a great 
confusion of intentions: receiving 
nations created incentive programs 
for immigration (like the Guest 
Work Programs in Europe and the 
Bracero Program in the U.S.) to 
bring temporary workers, rather 
than new permanent residents, 
to fill labor shortages and. then 
return to their countries of origin. 
Therefore, it is usually the second 
generation of immigrants who 
face xenophobia among native 
populations. Today’s conditions 
make this process irreversible. While 

modern communications are making 
the world a smaller place, growing 
international inequalities have led to 
a veritable invasion of rich nations 
by the population of poor nations, 
who bring with them not only greater 
fertility rates but also diverse cultures 
and habits. Chesnais points out that 
immigrant fertility quickly adjusts 
to local patterns, hut the stereotypes 
remain.

New production conditions have 
reinforced the contradiction between 
economics and society, as we see in the 
duality of the labor markets, where 
immigrant workers are indispensable, 
yet whose ethnicity and foreign-ness 
only reinforce their lack of status. A 
considerable portion of the productive 
sector in destination countries 
depends on immigrant labor forces, 
particularly in service sectors, while 
society demonstrates great revulsion 
at the overwhelming presence of 
undocumented and foreign workers.

We see tensions over these issues 
growing fast in the rich countries: 
Germany, France and the United 
States. The passage of Resolution 
147 by referendum in California, 
during a bitterly fought 1994 election 

campaign in which immigration 
was a central issue, would deny 
government social services — 
including education and non-
emergency health care — to 
illegal aliens. In response to the 
referendum, Mexican President 
Carlos Salinas angrily declared: 
“Mexico rejects this xenophobic 
campaign and will continue to 
defend the labor and human 
rights of our migrant workers.” As 
California voted on November 8, 
a group of masked men sacked a 
McDonald’s restaurant in Mexico 
City.

Resolution 187 was challenged 
quickly on constitutional grounds 
and the courts have barred its 
implementation until these legal 
issues are settled. However, the 
political issue has been posed 
dramatically and will be with us for 
a long time.

Teresa Sales is a professor 
of sociology at the Univer sity of 
Campinas, and editor of the Revista 
Brasileira de Estudos de População.

regions to richer countries outstrips 
emigration from developed countries. 
People with roots in poorer countries 
now form a greater share of population 
in nearly all advanced nations in 
Europe, Asia and America. This is an 
historic migration transition. It is part 
of the demographic transition: passage 
from a premodern equilibrium of 
high mortality and high fertility to 
a modern regime of low mortality 
and low fertility. In Europe t century 
ago and in poorer countries today, 
migration has relieved tensions 
bred by declining mortality and 
accelerating population growth.

Migratory flows change both in 
size and direction during each phase 
of the demographic transition. In 
each European country during the 

19th Century, the peak of emigration 
roughly coincided with the peak of 
natural increase. As the demographic 
transition matured, signs of potential 
population decline appeared and 
Europe began to absorb immigrants. 
After World War II, the traditional 
flow of migrants was reversed, first in 
Western Europe, then elsewhere on 
the continent. Because of declining 
fertility, Europe’s population growth 
is stagnant. It no longer has excess 
youth to spare, despite present 
unemployment levels in the advanced 
European countries between 10% 
and 25% of the working force. 
Inflows exceeded outflows. Even the 
traditional countries of emigration 
in Southern Europe now record 
substantial net immigration since the 

1970s.
The map of international migration 

changes from decade to decade as 
the demographic transition matures. 
The consequences of burgeoning 
population are dramatically 
illustrated where developed and 
developing countries are contiguous, 
as in the case of the United States 
and Mexico. National boundaries 
are permeable to illegal migration of 
persons from poorer societies seeking 
better conditions for themselves and 
their children. Even where developed 
countries are not contiguous with 
less fortunate neighbors, illegal 
immigration often is difficult to 
prevent.

Between 1820 and 1992, 
approximately 60 million immigrants 
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entered the United States. One 
estimate of the share of Europeans 
among immigrants to the United 
States puts the number at 34 million 
out of 38 million arriving between 
1801 and 1935. In 1800, the 
population of the United States was 
only 6 million; by 1950 it topped 
150 million. Around 1900, when 
population growth in Europe had 
peaked, emigration to the United 
States was phenomenal, at one million 
per year. Up to 1890, four out of five 
immigrants came from Northwestern 
Europe. Then Eastern and Southern 
Europe became the main sources of 
immigration. The flow of immigrants 
to the United States then became an 
extraordinary mixture of Latin, Slav, 
and Jewish peoples fleeing misery or 
persecution.

Significant numbers of Europeans 
also emigrated to Latin America and 
the Caribbean. For centuries, this 
area attracted European migrants and 
was the destination for involuntary 
migration of African slaves. By the 
beginning of the 19th century, Latin 
America and the Caribbean continued 
to attract immigrants from Europe, 
and to a lesser extent Asia. Migration 
flows to this region reached their peak 
during the first decade of the 20th 
Century. Most Europeans came from 
Mediterranean lands. A summary of 
net immigration flows during the 
1800 to 1970 period is provided in 
table one.

Emigration did not affect only 
Europe, but also countries under 
European colonial rule, especially 
after the abolition of slavery, most 

notably in Asia. Very few Europeans 
settled permanently in Asia, where 
population density was already 
high. Most Europeans living in 
these regions were either colonial 
administrators or representatives of 
trading companies with interests in 
the colonies. Substantial emigration 
from South Asia began in the 1830s 
while much of the region was under 
British rule, thanks in part to the 
end of slavery throughout the British 
Empire in 1834, spurring large scale 
emigration from South Asia. British 
India, subject to periodic famines and 
with millions of landless laborers, was 
seen as a source of cheap manpower 
by plantation owners around the 
Indian Ocean and as far away as the 
Caribbean.

This intra-colonial migration lasted 
approximately a century and involved 
tens of millions of workers from what 
are today India, Pakistan, Bangladesh 
and Sri Lanka. Workers from these 
lands fell into semislavery all over the 
world. Their legal status was often 
that of indentured servants. While 
their numbers were not large relative 
to the population of their places of 
origin, they had a considerable impact 
on their underpopulated destinations. 
From 1834 to 1937, net migration 
from British India was roughly 6.25 
million, creating numerous South 
Asian communities in Africa, the 
Caribbean and East Asia.

The end of slavery in the French 
Empire paved the way for a similar 
wave of migration, but their numbers 
were much smaller, coming from 
various French colonies to work 

the plantations of Reunion and 
Martinique.

Asian immigrants and their 
descendants became economically 
important in their destination 
countries. The influence of Chinese 
and Indian minorities on commercial 
enterprise went far beyond their 
numerical strength. A tradition of 
emigration became well established. 
By 1962, the number of overseas 
Chinese exceeded 16 million.

Half the world’s total land area 
is made up of the two Americas, 
Oceania, and the former Soviet 
territory east of the Urals. These three 
areas together encompass nearly 70 
million square kilometers. In 1700, 
they were inhabited by a mere 22 
million people. Thus half the world’s 
land area then was considered empty. 
Today the situation has changed 
radically. The population of these 
same lands now is 880 million, having 
multiplied by a factor of 40 in less 
than three centuries. Such a massive 
shift is mainly the result of large 
migration streams coming mainly 
from Europe, but also from Asia 
and (for the Americas) from Africa. 
During the same period, the other 
habitable half of the planet (Europe, 
Africa, Asia) also experienced a rapid 
increase in population, multiplying 
by a factor of eight since 1700 — a 

Table 1: Immigration  to America Latina 1800-1970
(em thousands)

Origin Emigrants Destination Imigrants
Africa 1,950 Argentina 5,300
Asia 1,550 Brazil 4,800
Europe 10,100 Cuba 1,200
North America 200 Others 2,500

TOTAL 13,800 TOTAL 13,800
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big increase but still not comparable 
to that in the Americas, Oceania and 
a large portion of the former Soviet 
Union. The empty lands of the world 
are progressively being settled because 
of the demographic transition that 
began three centuries ago. Yet there 
is reason to believe that historical 
migration flows still have not ended. 
A large share of future migrations will 
involve non-Western streams destined 
for less settled areas.

Not all migration is voluntary 
or organized. Massive movements 
of people sometimes are forced 
by wars and political upheaval. 
After World War I, Europe was 
shaken by the collapse of the 
empires of AustroHungary, the 
Ottomans and Czarist Russia. 
After the defeat of Nazi Germany 
another shock occurred when 
the Western zones of a divided 
Germany became regions of 
heavy immigration, especially for 
German refugees and expelled 
persons. Many Germans of the 
Western zones, both residents 
and immigrants from the East, 
left Germany for United States 
and Australia. All together, 
World War II uprooted some 
30 million civilians in Europe alone. 
Also, after Japan’s defeat in 1945 five 
million Japanese were repatriated 
from throughout Asia and the Pacific. 
In 1947, British India was split three 
ways to give as many Muslims as 
possible their own nation, Pakistan. 
(Pakistan itself was again divided in 
1971 with East Pakistan becoming 
Bangladesh.) Some 14 million people 
were uprooted: roughly seven million 
Hindus made their way to India, 
while an equal number of Muslims 
set out for Pakistan. Persistent war 
and political chaos in Indochina 
(Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia), since the 
1950s created a continuous outflow 

of people (mainly westernized elites) 
to the West.

The Korean War (1950-1953) led 
to the displacement of approximately 
four million people from the north 
to the south of the country. The 
Afghanistan war (1979- 1986) drove 
three million Afghan refugees into 
Pakistan and more than a million into 
Iran.

Migratory shifts stem from deeply-

rooted structural phenomena. They 
are nearly always “globalizing” in their 
effect on human civilization, bringing 
the world closer to a single society. 
Several million people are currently 
attempting to leave the “South” for 
the “North”. Of the 12 member 
states of the European Union (EU), 
11 now are countries of immigration. 
Even Central European nations, 
like Hungary, Czechoslovakia and 
Poland, are becoming countries 
of immigration as emigrants from 
poorer and strife-torn regions in the 
former Soviet empire, Africa and 
Asia come to Central Europe seeking 
opportunities unavailable at home.

For Europe as a whole, emigration 
continued to predominate until 
the 1960s. However, in the last 
two decades, Europe registered a 
net inflow of about five million 
migrants. Many of these flows are 
intracontinental movements. In the 
1950s and 1960s, there were large 
flows from Southern to Western 
Europe. There were also migration 
flows from East to West, especially 

from the German Democratic 
Republic and Poland to the 
Federal Republic of Germany. 
After the war and through the 
period of reconstruction and 
rapid economic growth, Western 
Europe faced a doubly difficult 
situation because of its sub-
replacement fertility during the 
1930-1945 period, aggravated 
by war losses. Half of the foreign 
workers that came to help 
rebuild Western Europe were 
born in Southern Europe. The 
North-South divide was basically 
internal to Europe. Southern 
Europe, with large rural 
populations, was a demographic 
reserve for the industrial nations 
of the North.

The situation in Southern 
Europe has changed. The migration 
transition is accelerating. Between 
1950 and 1970 Southern Europe 
had a net migration loss of 7.3 
million (6% of the population in 
1960). In the 1980s, these countries 
joined the EU, contributing to their 
improved economic performance 
and facilitating the return of their 
nationals living abroad. Southern 
Europe also became more attractive 
to foreign settlers, including long 
distance migrants. Spain and. Italy 
now must deal with a wave of 
arrivals, such as asylum seekers, false 
tourists, students, seasonal workers or 
relatives of legal immigrants. Arriving 

South to North, East to West
We live in one of the great ages of migration

Table 2: Immigrants to US by region 
of birth 1980-1990 

(em milhares)

Region Number %

Europe 778 9.9
Asia 3,053 38.8
Latin America 3,638 46.2

Mexico 1,710 21.7
Caribbean 963 12.2
Central America 480 6.1
South America 485 6.2

Africa 205 2.6
Others 194 2.5

TOTAL 7,868 100
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immigrants in Southern Europe come 
primarily from poorer countries in 
Asia (mostly the Philippines), Africa, 
Latin America, and Eastern Europe.

While Germany represents the 
eastern gate of the EU, Italy and Spain 
now form the southern entrance. This 
southern gate is vulnerable because 
the borders arc long and accessible 
from the southern shore of the 
Mediterranean Sea. The distance is 
short. Tangier and Sicily are close to 
the southern shore. Because Italy and 
Spain for centuries were places from 
which people emigrated, immigration 
officers are not yet prepared for their 
new role as gate-keepers. Moreover, 
border control is difficult in countries 
that are among the most popular 
tourist destinations in the world. 
Settlement of poor immigrants 
began with little preparation of 
public opinion, and tensions between 
immigrants and local populations 
are becoming a major political issue. 

As the single market develops, there 
will be pressure from northern EU 
countries to tighten border controls 
and surveillance.

In Eastern Europe, the balance was 
negative from 1950 to 1990. Until 
now, East-West migration has been 
limited largely to Westernized ethnic 
minorities, mainly Germans and 
Jews. The number of ethnic Germans 
still living in the former Soviet bloc 
is between two and three million. 
The Jewish population is about one 
million. Population pressures in 
the former Soviet Union are almost 
nil because fertility trends is so low, 
except in the Muslim republics to the 
south, which tend to send migrants 
to European Russia. Thus the North-
South divide also is present in the 
former Soviet empire.

The volume of legal permanent 
immigration to the United States, 
Canada and Australia has increased 
over the past four decades from 

around 450,000 per year in the 1950s 
to 650,000 annually throughout the 
1960s, reaching nearly 700,000 per 
year in the 1970s and 1980s. The real 
increase has been greater because of 
illegal immigration, especially to the 
United States. The annual clandestine 
flow into the U.S. is roughly between 
300,000 and 500,000.

In 1965 the United States changed 
its immigration policy by passing the 
Immigration and Nationality Act. 
This law abolished national origin 
and anti-oriental discrimination. 
Discarding the racism of the previous 
law had a big impact on the direction 
of migration flows. The new law gave 
preference to skilled labor, whatever 
its national origin. Consequently, 
new ethnic pathways were opened 
to the United States from the Indian 
subcontinent, Korea, the Philippines 
and Vietnam. The total population 
of Asians has increased from 500,000 
in 1950 to more than three million 

Table 3: Immigration to United States, Canada e Australia

Europe Asia L. America & 
Caribbean

Canada/
US

Africa Oceania Other Total

EUA
1965 113.424 20.683 153.864 3.827 3.383 1.512 296.693
1979 60.845 189.293 179.151 13.772 12.838 4.449 460.348
1983 58.867 277.697 193.184 11.390 15.058 3.515 559.738
1987 61.174 257.684 249.059 11.876 17.724 3.993 601.510
1990 112.401 338.581 1.026.565 16.812 35.893 6.182 1.536.434

Canada
1955 90.771 3.662 n.d. 10.395 n.d. 1.700 2.625 109.946
1965 107.816 11.684 n.d. 15.143 n.d. 2.711 6.309 146.758
1979 32.858 50.540 n.d. 9.617 n.d. 1.395 11.424 112.096
1983 24.312 43.616 15.686 7.381 3.659 478 735 89.157
1987 37.563 83.507 28.901 7.967 8.501 753 1.076 152.098
1990 51.945 141.005 28.368 6.084 13.442 988 1.659 214.230
1991 46.664 137.851 36.449 6.167 15.668 943 2.113 224.551

Australia
1945-1986 1.840.444 193.160 n.d. 104.232 36.504 175.605 4.466.042
1986-1987 22.522 86.261 n.d. n.d. n.d. 13.561 n.d.
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in 1980 and eight million by 1990. 
Migration from Latin America is also 
having a growing impact. According 
to some estimates, in 1950 the 
number of Hispanics in the U.S. 
was approximately four million, 
reaching 14.6 million by 1980 and 23 
million by 1990. By the year 2000, 
or certainly by 2015, the Muslim 
population of the United States will 
exceed the Jewish population. Such a 
shift could influence domestic politics 
and U.S. foreign policy toward the 
Middle East.

Other traditional receiving 
countries, such as Canada, Australia 
and New Zealand also changed 
their immigration policies in this 
time period to favor highly 
skilled and professional 
workers irrespective of 
ethnicity. In Australia, 
the long standing 
preference for British 
immigrants and 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
against Asians was 
gradually abolished. 
This new Australian 
policy is no doubt 
linked to the country’s 
rapidly expanding trade 
with ASEAN countries. 
Immigration from Asia to 
Australia is now predominant. 
By the beginning of the 1980s, 
Australia’s immigration looked like 
that of Canada or the United States, 
in terms of Asian content. By 1990, 
Australian population was 2.6% 
Asian.

Immigration reinforces historical 
links between host regions and 
regions of departure. The Southwest 
United States is increasingly linked 
with Mexico’s northern provinces 
with binational social and economic 
ties. This integration will intensify 
under the North American Free Trade 
Agreement.

By 1990, permanent immigration 
to the four main recipient countries 
— the U.S., Canada, Australia, and 
New Zealand — from all sources 

stabilized at slightly above one million 
annually. Table three summarizes the 
trends of immigration to the United 
States, Canada, and Australia.

Migration to the oil producing Arab 
countries of the Middle East began 
in the 1930s, but until the 1970s 
these flows were small. The sudden 
rise in oil prices in 1973 generated 
unprecedented oil revenues and thus 
generated a big demand for immigrant 
labor. Foreign workers were recruited 

efforts of many Arab governments to 
prevent settlement by migrants from 
neighboring Arab and Muslim states 
because of fears that the presence of 
large numbers of Arab immigrants 
would give rise to religious and 
political animosity. On the other 
hand, Asian migrants were different 
culturally and could be recruited on 
a strictly temporary basis. Foreign 
labor has been vital for all oil-rich 
economies in the Middle East. At the 
time of Iraq’s invasion in 1990, four-
fifths of Kuwait’s labor force was non-
Kuwaiti.

In East Asia one of the most notable 
movements has been the flow of 

illegal immigration from the 
Chinese mainland to Hong 

Kong, seeking freedom, 
higher wages and reunion 
with relatives. Hong 
Kong’s population 
tripled from two 
million in 1950 to 
six million in 1992. 
Net migration for the 
period from 1950 to 
1992 was roughly 1.2 
million. Emigration 

from Hong Kong is 
driven by concerns about 

the return of the colony to 
China in 1997. Emigration 

accelerated after the June 1989 
Tianenmen Square massacre 

and continues at a steady rate. In 
addition, Hong Kong’s low fertility 
rate and booming economy in the late 
1980s led to a growing labor shortage, 
spurring the government to announce 
a new immigration plan in 1989.

In Japan, a 1989 government survey 
revealed that there were 300,000 more 
jobs than there were Japanese workers 
to fill them. Business sources estimate 
the number of illegal immigrants in 
Japan at 600,000. The widespread 
use of foreign workers in Japan, once 
rare, is increasingly common due to 
the severe labor shortages in the last 
decade. Japan’s total fertility rate has 
stayed below the replacement level 
since 1956. The impact of the fertility 

to construct and service industrial 
and infrastructure projects in many 
Arab oil producing states. Labor 
shortages in these underpopulated 
countries were worsened by negligible 
female labor force participation rates 
and native male workers’ preference 
for the public sector.

By the middle of the 1980s, there 
were about five million immigrants 
in the Persian Gulf region with one 
state, Saudi Arabia, absorbing 40% 
of the total. Some 60% of migrants 
were from Asia. The large share 
of Asian migrants is explained by 
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decline has been reinforced by an 
increase in the average number of 
years devoted to education. The tough 
Japanese blue collar workers who 
rebuilt the nation in the 1950s and 
1960s are mostly old men now. As in 
the West, the affluence made possible 
by the older generation’s effort and 
ingenuity bred a new generation that 
elders call a “new breed of human 
being”. The young are no longer 
willing to perform tasks they associate 
with the “three Ks” — Kitanai (dirty), 
Kiken (dangerous), and Kibishii 
(difficult). This is true even for females 
who used to perform tasks that would 
be considered common work for 
foreign workers in the West. (Young 
Japanese women now have one of 
the highest educational achievement 
levels in the world.) Immigrants from 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nigeria, China 
and Thailand are now a common 
sight, working alongside middle-aged 
Japanese workers in small factories 
and at construction sites.

Up until the beginning of the 
1980s, South Korea had an active 
emigration policy that facilitated 
temporary contracts for Korean 
workers in the Middle East. Now 
Korea is in the midst of its migration 
transition. Emigration is diminishing 
rapidly while immigrants from poorer 
countries such as the Philippines, 
Pakistan and Indonesia arrive in 
greater numbers. South Korea has 
become a net importer of labor. The 
country’s labor shortage is like that 
of Japan: decreasing growth in labor 
supply and a shift in job preferences 
among the new generation.

Outside the city states of Hong 
Kong and Singapore, Taiwan has the 
highest population density in Asia. 
However, Taiwan now has a serious 
labor shortage. Annual population 
growth has fallen from 3.5% in the 
1950s to 1/0 in 1990. Taiwan has 
had subreplacement fertility since the 
mid 1980s and unemployment below 
2% with rapid economic growth. So 
Taiwan now has large numbers of 
clandestine workers. The number of 

illegals is estimated at 200,000 or 1% 
of the population, coming to Taiwan 
from the Philippines, Malaysia, 
Thailand and Indonesia.

The demographic transition is 
maturing rapidly. A century ago, 
only one country, France, had 
sub-replacement level fertility. In 
the 1930s, fertility rates below 
replacement appeared in another 
ten countries in Western Europe. 
After the post war baby boom, a 
parenthesis in Western fertility 
trends, sub-replacement rates have 
spread to all developed areas of the 
planet: North America, all of Europe 
including Russia, the Baltics, Ukraine 
and the more advanced regions of 
East Asia. Turkey is the only OECD 
country where the total fertility 
rate is still above the replacement 
level. The decline in the number of 
youths and the rise in the number 
of elderly that these trends portend 
could lead to two problems: (1) a 
short-age of manpower and new skills 
resulting in a slowing of economic 
growth and (2) a financial crisis in 
the welfare system. These challenges 
can be met by encouraging female 
labor force participation, raising the 
retirement age, improving the skill 
level of the labor force and using 
more labor-saving technologies. But 
these measures alone may still not be 
enough. Policies stimulating fertility 
and encouraging orderly immigration 
will be needed.

Immigration by itself cannot restore 
a country’s age pyramid depleted 
by a birth deficit. Assimilation 
of individual immigrants as well 
as migrant families leads to their 
adopting the age structure of the host 
country. The demographic potential 
of immigration to halt the aging of 
population is very limited.

In the medium term, it appears 
that immigration policies will be 
motivated, as usual, by economic 
factors, especially to offset shifts 
in the labor market as well as for 
humanitarian and political reasons. 
Explicit demographic goals, used 

in France in the past, are taboo in 
several important countries including 
Germany, Italy, Spain and Japan, 
because of their past association with 
dictatorship. These countries are not 
likely to remain prisoners of their 
past. They can explain the pursuit 
of demographic goals independently 
of their imperialist, nationalist and, 
in some cases, racist past. The new 
reason for demographic goals is a well-
managed society preparing its own 
future by investing in new generations 
and aiming at intergenerational 
equity.

After one or two decades, when the 
advancing age structure will produce 
fewer births and more deaths, 
hastening demographic decline, 
immigration could be used as a way 
to limit the effects of population 
shrinkage. But immigration is better 
accepted, and immigrants more easily 
assimilated, in societies that have 
enough native births. Fertility and 
immigration policies are inseparable 
in the long run.

A paradox hampers the resolution 
of the immigration problem. Only 
fertility recovery can alter the age 
pyramid.

Immigration has a small impact 
on the age structure. Any significant 
impact demands a costly policy, since 
levels of immigration would have to 
be very high. Also, the immigrant 
population would have to be much 
younger and more fertile than the 
natives. This means that developed 
countries would have to import 
migrants from distant cultures and 
bear the higher integration costs, as 
well as face a heightened risk of ethnic 
clashes that can occur when settling 
immigrants from very different 
societies. Future immigration will be 
increasingly visible and spontaneous. 
Conflicting interests among 
employers, trade unionists, migrant 
lobbyists and policymakers could 
grow sharper and more acrimonious.

Despite mounting resistance in 
public opinion, the structural nature 
of the shortages in the developed 
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countries will be so dramatic that 
large migration streams are likely 
to take place. Although persistent 
unemployment resulted in a rise in 
xenophobia, immigration will grow 
because most foreign workers fill an 
urgent need. Apart from the aging of 
rich populations, the need for migrants 
is fed by the proliferation of highly 
technical white collar occupations, as 
well as the restructuring and splitting 
of the labor market into primary and 
secondary sectors, each with their own 
manpower and skill requirements, 
demanding more and more schooling, 
forcing young nationals to postpone 
entry into the labor market. All of 
these trends limit the quantity and 
quality of labor force entrants, tending 
to reinforce the need for immigrants, 
especially in positions which require 
the performance of repetitive tasks, 
placing them at the bottom of a highly 
articulated industrial and service job 
hierarchy.

According to medium variant 
United Nations projections, world 
population will double again from its 
present 5.5 billion to about 11 billion 
in the second half of the next century. 
This growth will be concentrated in 
poor areas such as South Asia and 
Africa.

Population growth in Asia is not 
a new story. In 1800 Asia contained 
two-thirds of all humans; by the 
year 2025 it will have 58% of total 
population. Africa had only 11% of 
world population in 1800, but its 
population is growing faster than any 
other region and will do so for the 
foreseeable future. By 2025, Africans 
could be 18% of the world total and 
could reach 26% by the end of the next 
century. This growth may be curbed 
by the impact of the AIDS epidemic 
in Africa. These projections do not 
assume any migration beyond the year 
2025, so the picture could change if 
significant migrations occurred. Given 
the international imbalances between 
the countries facing each other from 
the northern and southern banks of 
the Mediterranean, it is unlikely that 

Europe’s population will experience 
the steep decline shown in table four 
(a decrease of 75 million inhabitants 
in 75 years).

There are now three main areas 
of imbalance on our planet. The 
American zone bounded by the Rio 
Grande separates wealthy and largely 
Anglo-Saxon America from relatively 
poor and prolific Latin America. 
Second, in the Pacific, a prosperous 
Japan for several decades has been 
able to control population growth 
and thus present a contrast to the 
poor and densely populated lands of 
China and the Indian subcontinent.

The third area is the Mediterranean, 
separating Europe, with its welfare 
states and static populations, from 
Africa, whose political and economic 
stability is fragile and threatened 
by a population explosion. Of the 
three major areas of imbalance, the 
Mediterranean offers the biggest 
contrasts. The fertility gap between 
Europe and the southern bank of 
the Mediterranean is twice as large as 
the gap between the U.S. and Latin 
America, or between Japan and the 
rest of Asia. The economic disparities 
are also much greater. The average 
American’s purchasing power is four 
times that of his Latin American 
counterpart while the average citizen 
of the European Community enjoys 
a purchasing power between seven 
and eight times greater than the 

average African. Further, perceptions 
of the economic disparity between 
Europe and lands south of the 
Mediterranean have been heightened 
by the revolutions of 1989 and 1991. 
Now that the peoples of Central 
and Eastern Europe have undergone 
democratic revolutions, the continued 
repression by authoritarian regimes 
in the poorer South can only serve 
to aggravate the already substantial 
frustration of the younger generations 
in those countries. Convergence of 
demographic, economic and political 
imbalances could produce migration 
on an unprecedented scale. Given 
the present rate of growth and an age 
structure in which half the population 
is under 17 years old, Africa could 
have one billion more people four 
decades from now.

Migratory pressure on the European 
Union (EU) may increase in coming 
years. Creation of a single market will 
probably diminish intra-Community 
permanent migration while acting 
as a magnet for external migrations. 
Today’s surge of asylum seekers 
clearly illustrates this phenomenon. 
There were roughly 142,000 asylum 
applicants annually between 1985 
and 1987. Since then, this number 
has jumped several times, reaching 
170,000 in 1988, 224,000 in 1989, 
325,000 in 1990 and roughly 
400,000 in 1991. With the Yugoslav 
Civil War, asylum applications 

Table 4: Population by Continent 1800-2100 (in millions)

REGION 1800 1900 1950 1992 2000 2025 2100

Europe 146 295 392 501 510 515 440
URSS 49 127 180 293 308 352 407
North America 5 90 166 466 295 332 314
South America 19 75 166 538 538 757 1075
Asia 631 903 1377 3231 3713 4912 6978
Africa 102 138 222 682 867 1597 2931
Oceania 2 6 13 27 30 38 41

TOTAL 954 1634 2516 5480 6260 8504 11186
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grew again in 1992. Germany has 
absorbed more than half these flows. 
The evolution of migratory balance 
in the constant territory of the EU-
12 (Eastern Germany included), 
confirms this impression. Thus, 
in the 1988 to 1990 period, the 
migration surplus for the entire EU 
amounted to 800,000 per year. The 
strong economic performance of 
these years contributed to the size of 
the migration flows. They also were 
reinforced by external factors like 
the inflows of ethnic Germans from 
Poland, Romania and the USSR 
and the difficulties of economic 
transition in the former Soviet bloc, 
as well as the widening gap between 
Europe and the Mediterranean. The 
main factors driving the divergence 
between Europe and North Africa are 
population growth rates, economic 
performance, political instability, 
ethnic conflicts, ecological crisis, 
desertification and the rise of religious 
fundamentalism.

It is hard to imagine massive 
immigration into Europe without 
ethnic strife. According to 
Eurobarometer public opinion 
polls, intolerance toward non-EU 
nationals is significant in most EU 
countries. Racism and xenophobia 
are widespread. Public opinion polls 
suggest that the present number 
of foreigners is seen as quite high, 
even in countries with small foreign 
populations.

United Nations projections (1991) 
for the United States show net 
immigration of 450,000 annually 
during the 1990 to 2025 period. In 
view of the annual flow of 750,000 
during the 1980s, this low projection 
is open to debate.

If U.S. fertility rate maintains its 
average for 1975-90 of 1.8 through 
2080, and if constant net migration 
from the countries mentioned above 
occurred at a level of 500,000 annually, 
less than 60% of the U.S. population 
would be non-Hispanic whites at the 
end of the period. By early in the 21st 
century, the population of Hispanics 

and Asians would he a majority of 
California’s population. The process 
of de-WASPing the ruling elites will 
accelerate. In many southern and 
western states, including California, 
Texas and Florida, white AngloSaxon 
Protestants soon will become a 
minority.

The United Nations predicts that 
future net migrations to Japan will 
be nil. Given the economic gap 
between Japan and China and other 
surrounding developing countries, 
and the persistence of subreplacement 
fertility levels, high wages and the 
younger generation’s refusal to 
perform certain low skilled jobs, the 
UN projections once again appear 
unrealistic.

Like West Germany after the 
construction of the Berlin Wall in 
1961, the experience of becoming a 
nation of immigration is entirely new 
for Japan. The German experience is 
informative in this regard. During 
the 1960s, Germany sought bilateral 
agreements with Italy, Greece, and 
Turkey as it launched its guest worker 
program. It was envisioned that 
foreign workers would come for a 
temporary period of between two 
and three years, and then return to 
their homelands. In reality, most of 
the so-called guest workers settled 
permanently, as they did in other 
countries of Western Europe that 
eschewed the guest worker concept, 
preferring instead to accept the 
immigrants as a component of their 
future population. France, followed 
by Belgium, and more recently 
Sweden, were among the countries 
that accepted immigration from 
the start. In the German case, as in 
Switzerland, circular migration did 
not work as expected. While the 
temporary guest worker concept has its 
attractions, namely the minimization 
of infrastructural, political and social 
costs associated with immigration, 
many factors explain its failure in 
practice. Temporary workers present 
economic disadvantages, such as 
repeated losses in productivity when 

training successive new workers. Even 
in the Persian Gulf, guest worker 
programs do not attain their goals. 
Further, they contradict the basic 
philosophy of Western pluralistic 
democracy. Migrant workers are 
entitled to basic rights and should 
not be used as tools or semi-slaves. 
As difficult as it may be for host 
countries, foreign workers must be 
welcomed not just as workers, but 
also as people who will develop rights 
and families.

History teaches that no prosperous 
country can witness the decline of its 
labor force without its replenishment 
by immigrants from poorer nations. 
In Japan, the aging of population will 
slow labor growth. It is unlikely that 
employment of older workers and 
female part-timers can sustain future 
competitiveness on world markets. 
In 1990, the number of live births 
was 1.2 million and total fertility 
1.5 births per woman. The number 
of births needed for generational 
replacement is roughly 1.7 million, 
so the deficit is 460,000. If migration 
is conceived as a substitute, the 
birth deficit suggests the scale of 
net migration necessary to achieve a 
population equilibrium in the long 
run. Of course, such migration flows 
would be troublesome in the short 
term. Japanese society is not ready for 
a “peaceful invasion” of this size.

Therefore, we propose two 
contrasting scenarios for the period 
1990 to 2010: 

• Low Scenario: An annual average 
of 120,000 permanent immigrants 
in the first decade, which is low by 
international standards, only 1 per 
thousand inhabitants. In the second 
decade, the number of net migrants 
would be increased to 180,000. 
Japanese from Latin America or other 
countries where their ancestors may 
have settled would be included in 
these flows.

• High Scenario: An annual average 
of 200,000 permanent net arrivals in 
the first decade; 300,000 during the 
next. Even in this second case, the 
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average rate would remain relatively 
moderate by present international 
standards (and probably small by 
future ones). The annual immigration 
rate would amount to 2.3 per 
thousand, well below the Australian 
annual rate of 7 per thousand from 
1981 to 1991. The cultural adoption 
of immigrants to Japan could be 
cased by giving preference to Asians 
who are neo-Confucian by culture, 
at least during the initial phases of 
the opening. The number of Chinese 
aliens in Japan trebled in the last 
two decades from 51,481 in 1970 to 
150,339 in 1990.

The NICs of Asia and a new 
generation of dragons, including 
Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia 
and even Vietnam, may soon have 
multiple sector manpower shortages 
and basic demographic weakness. 
Their need for labor could be met in a 
similar way to that outlined for Japan, 
by progressively opening their borders 
to foreign workers.

The rise of ethnic consciousness, the 
crumbling of communism, fertility 
differentials, revolutions in transport 
and communication, the ecological 
crisis, religious revivalism, the spread 

of modern weaponry (accessible even 
to the poorest countries), aggravation 
of national disparities — all these 
factors may lead to a rise in tensions 
around the world, many of them in 
areas of long-standing geopolitical 
importance. Political upheavals can 
cause massive displacement of people, 
adding burdens on an overloaded 
international asylum system. If 
Korea were to reunite peacefully, like 
Germany has done, then migrations 
would remain primarily within 
the peninsula. But other cases of 
political upheaval portend more 
widespread and massive movements 
of populations.

While many types of upheaval and 
pestilence are unpredictable, some 
present situations can be studied 
now because of their potential for 
great violence. Here are some of the 
nightmares that we may contemplate:

• A worsening of Indo-Pakistani 
relations, with open military 
conflict over Kashmir or a host of 
other possible issues of national, or 
territorial importance. The recent 
rise of Hindu and Muslim religious 
fundamentalism is potentially very 
dangerous.

• The collapse of the Communist 
Party in the People’s Republic of China 
resulting in the dismemberment of 
the mainland and autonomy for the 
western provinces.

• Continuing political instability in 
the southern republics of the former 
Soviet Union and in the Middle East, 
where nuclear proliferation threatens 
amid population growth, over-
urbanization, massive unemployment 
and long-standing ethnic rivalries. A 
major war in either of these regions 
is not beyond the realm of possibility; 
religion could serve as an excuse for 
an adventurist leader of the South to 
launch a “holy war” against the West 
or symbols of Western influence.

• The tragedy of sub-Saharan 
Africa, where the catalogue of ills 
lengthens: An exploding population 
and labor force, the absence 
of state organization, chaotic 
urbanization, structurally worsening 
unemployment, malnutrition and 
famine, desertification and soil 
erosion, ethnic fragmentation, mass 
illiteracy, declining per capita income, 
the spread of AIDS epidemics among 
urban elites, selective emigration of 
human capital (skilled workers), and 
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lapses of foreign aid 
and investment. These 
circumstances will fuel 
African emigration 
toward Europe and 
toward most rich and 
middle income countries 
of the world.

International migrations 
are increasingly volatile. 
Using the international 
definition (UN 
protocol), the numbers 
of persons “in need 
of assistance” (that is 
who have not found 
a permanent place of 
settlement that can 
protect them from 
persecution) rose rapidly 
from some 1.5 million 
in 1951 to 8.5 million 
in 1980 and about 18 
million in 1992. Over 
the same period, the 
number of Palestinians under the 
care of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
in the Near East (UNRWA) also 
increased from 1.8 to 2.4 million. For 
the world as a whole, approximately 
17 million persons were counted 
as refugees in need of assistance by 
1990. In Europe alone, the number 
of asylumseekers rose from 71,000 in 
1983 to 450,000 in 1990, with the 
largest numbers in Germany (more 
than half ). However, the largest 
increases in such claims in the latest 
years came from Eastern Europe and 
the former USSR; since political 
systems have been liberalized, the 
validity of such asylum claims is now 
questioned by European government 
leaders (the boundaries between 
“political” and “economic” reasons for 
movement become more and more 
blurred, but they need to be protected 
in order to ensure survival for people 
who are politically persecuted and 
hence are “real” political refugees).

In the 1990s, refugee movements 
are increasingly being recognized 
as destabilizing forces in both 

international and domestic affairs, 
and as critical issues for the 
international community. In contrast 
to the immediate post-World. War 
11 period, when the 1951 Geneva 
Convention was formulated, refugee 
movements today originate mainly 
in poor countries. As defined by 
international law, persecution 
means acts of government against 
individuals, legally excluding those 
fleeing from generalized violence, 
insecurity and oppression, which arc 
frequent in poor countries. Moreover, 
persecution in itself gives no status 
to people persecuted and displaced 
within national boundaries. Masses 
01 people in poorer countries and 
the former Soviet bloc cannot count 
on their governments to provide 
basic physical, economic or political 
security. Many displaced people 
are on the move, candidates for 
crossing borders and thus potential 
international migrants. Most of their 
movement is among poorer countries 
(i.e. South-South migration, with an 
estimated 30 million refugees in the 
poorer countries). The magnitude 
of refugee flows in recent years has 

bred global concern. 
Mass migration is 
disrupting both sending 
and receiving countries. 
Streams of unwanted 
newcomers generate 
a serious threat to the 
social, economic and 
political stability of 
host states. The strain 
on social services and 
physical infrastructure, 
distortion of local 
economies, and racial 
and religious tensions 
that can erupt in the 
receiving countries 
challenge humanitarian 
concern: Can liberal 
democracies remain 
aloof from massacres, 
ethnic cleansing and 
explosions of political or 
religious violence? Hence 

a growing dilemma. 
South-South mass migrations may 
pose severe security challenges to the 
West during the next decades.

The rise of Islamic fundamentalism, 
Sikh militancy and other ethno-
religious political movements, in 
addition to the rise of terrorist 
activities and an increase in drug 
smuggling, seen in the control of 
millions of favela slum dwellers by 
drug traffickers in Rio de Janeiro, 
can be seen as a new security risk to 
pluralistic democracies. Pressures for 
migrant flows are likely to exceed 
politically tolerable levels. The world 
refugee crisis is just beginning.

For many poorer countries, labor 
migration is a way of relieving 
domestic pressures while providing 
a flow of foreign exchange for the 
government. Remittances to many 
labor-exporting countries sometimes 
equal or even exceed the total value 
of merchandise exports. It forces host 
countries to face the fact that their 
own populations are not replacing 
themselves. Is immigration a means 
by which developed countries can 
compensate for their birth deficits? 
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Immigration is not a panacea. It 
cannot reverse population aging and 
it brings the challenge of a multi-
ethnic society. However, immigration 
can help in meeting the challenge 
of demographic weakness. If the 
long-run birth deficit is slight and 
the migration policy well managed, 
the future can be enriched by 
immigration. The old civilizations 
of Europe and East Asia still must 
limit the birth deficit to manageable 
levels. The case of Sweden, and to a 
lesser degree, France, show that this is 
possible.

Advanced industrial countries 
of the West and East Asia will most 
likely attempt to replace fertility 
with immigration in the short 
run. Governments will try to slow 
population and labor force declines 
by manipulating immigration 

policies. But these policies will be 
vulnerable and hard to enforce in the 
face of large population movements 
originating in poorer countries. If 
immigration policies were to break 
down, governments would face 
the specter of severe deportation 
measures, which are domestically 
divisive and damaging to the country’s 
international image. Policymakers 
must anticipate international 
population movements, which will 
continue to grow. This reality can 
be squarely addressed so that future 
multilateral agreements can be 
reached that contribute to a shared 
understanding between sending and 
receiving countries.

The advanced countries can only 
harm themselves if they try to build 
walls to keep out the rest of the world. 
A protectionist strategy runs counter 

to the wellunderstood interests of 
the rich countries and would likely 
create conflicts with the developing 
countries of the “South” and the 
“East” (former Soviet bloc countries) 
from whom an opening of their 
own goods and capital markets is 
constantly demanded. A controlled 
opening to foreign migration (using 
quotas) is a flexible policy tool, since 
it is subject to public determination 
(by the Parliament or the government 
itself ). Given the present international 
imbalances and the spread of brutal 
civil wars in a growing number of 
places (Yugoslavia, Liberia, Ethiopia, 
Somalia, etc.) new questions about 
the sanctity of borders, the nature of 
sovereignty and the right of external 
intervention have been raised. The 
need for global cooperative security is 
growing.

IN MEMORIAM
“All of us have fractures of biography and spirit thet undermine the functioning 

of our organisms. We must join, mend, solidify and reinvigorate our bodies, souls, 
commitments and loves. We must learn not to carry burdens that are too heave, 
not to hide our unhealed pain from ourselves, not to waste our creative energy, 

our energy of pleasure, in sloppy patchwork.”

Anna Luiza Ozorio de Almeida, 1937-1994
Founding member of the Fernand Braudel Institute of World Economics
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